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SUBJECT: VIET-NAM CEASE-FIRE WEEKLY ASSESSMENT, AUGUST 13-19, 1973 

1. SUMMARY: IN THE MAJOR CONTINUING FIGHTING WEST OF KONTUM, GVN 
FORCES 

FOUGHT THEIR WAY INTO TRUNG NGHIA DURING THE WEEK AND HELD ON. 

THIS HELPED ACCOUNT FOR A SLIGHT BUT STEADY INCREASE IN INCIDENTS 
IN MR 2. CONBAT ACTIVITY SLACKENED IN ALL OTHER REGIONS. THERE 
WAS NO SUBSTANTIVE PROGRESS IN EITHER THE FPJMT OR TPJMC. 

2. ASIDE FROM THE CONTINUING TALE OF FINANCIAL WOE ISSUING FROM 
THE CREDITORS OF THE ICCS. THE ONLY OTHER NOTE OF SUBSTANCE DURING 
THE WEEK WAS THAT ALL FOUR PARTIES FINALLY NOTIFIED IRAN OF THEIR 
APPROVAL OF THE IRANIANS AS REPLACEMENTS FOR THE CANADIANS. 

3. NO PROGRESS WAS MADE DURING THE WEEK IN ACHIEVING ANY OF OUR 
OBJECTIVES IN THE FPJMT. THE CONTENTIOUS ISSUE OF BUILDING 
CEMETERIES AND MEMORIALS CONTINUES TO BE THE MAIN TOPIC OF 
DISCUSSION IN FPJMT SESSIONS. 

4. TPJMC NEGOTIATIONS DURING THE WEEK MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE PRO- 
GRESS ALTHOUGH THE CHIEFS OF DELEGATION DID AGREE TO REVERT TO 
THEIR PREVIOUS SCHEDULE OF ONLY ONE SESSION. FROM 100 TO 1300, ON 
TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS. THE CHIEFS' MEETINGS NOW ROUTINELY CONSIDER 
ONLY THREE ISSUES. THE RETURN OF PRISONERS ISSUE IS BECOMING THE 
SUBJECT OF PROPAGANDA POLYS WITHIN THE MEETING AS THE PRG SIDE 
CHARGES THE RVN SIDE WITH FAILING TO CARRY OUT THE RETURN WHILE THE 
RVN CLAIMS THE COMMUNIST DEMONSTRATION AT LOC NINH THREATENED 
THE SAFETY OF ALL CONCERNED AND THE RETURNS CANNOT BE RESUMED UNTIL 
THE PRG PROVIDES SAFETY GUARANTEES. THE OTHER TWO MAJOR ISSUES, 
DEPLOYMENT AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE CEASEFIRE, ARE BLOCKED BY 
MORE SUBSTANTIVE DISAGREEMENTS. THE PRG WANTS TO ESTABLISH NEW 
SITES IN AREAS BETWEEN THE ZONES CONTROLLED BY EACH SIDE WHILE 

THE RVN WANTS TO DEPLOY TO THE EXISTING SEVEN REGIONAL SITES TO 
DISCUSS THESE ZONES OF CONTROL. THE ISSUE HINGES ON DEFINING AREAS 
CONTROLLED BY MILITARY UNITS, WITH THE PRG WANTING A LINEAR 
BOUNDARY WHILE THE RVN WANTS A CIRCULAR AREA OF CONTROL. BOTH ISSUES 
ARE BASIC, AND RVN DEL OFFICERS DO NOT FORESEE ANY PROGRESS IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE. 

5. THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAILY REPORTED CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS IN 
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I CORPS DURING THE PAST WEEK FELL FROM TWENTY TO NINE. CONFLICT 
INCREASED IN THUA THIEN AND QUANG NAM. IN QUANG NGAI THE NUM- 
BER OF INCIDENTS HAS TAPERED OFF GRADUALLY SINCE THE SUDDEN UPSURGE 
OF LAST WEEK. AGAIN, MOST OF THE INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN WESTERN 
SON TINH DISTRICT, WHERE FRIENDLY FORCES ARE CONCENTRATED AND 
ACTIVE. 

6. THE NUMBER OF INCIDENTS CLIMBED SLIGHTLY BUT STEADILY IN MR 2 
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THROUGHOUT THE REPORTING PERIOD. RVNAF FINALLY ENTERED TRUNG 
NGHIA VILLAGE, WEST OF KONTUM CITY AFTER TEN WEEKS OF SOLID COMBAT. 
FIGHTING ALSO INCREASED IN NORTHERN PLEIKU, WHERE RANGER UNITS 
WERE ATTACKING VC/NVA UNITS WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF RELIEVING PRESS- 
URE ON TRUNG NGHIA. THE VC/NVA TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE SHIFT OF REIN- 
FORCEMENTS TO KONTUM BY THE RVNAF TO INCREASE PRESSURE ON GVN POSI- 
TIONS IN NORTHERN BINH DINH. MR 2 STAFF OFFICERS SPECULATED DURING 
THE WEEK THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE ENTERING A NEW TACTICAL PHASE IN 
WHICH LARGE UNIT ACTIONS WILL BE MORE COMMON-PLACE. 

7. COMBAT SLACKENED SOMEWHAT IN MR 3 DURING THE REPORTING 
PERIOD. THE LARGEST ACTION DURING THE WEEK OCCURRED IN BEN 
LUC DISTRICT OF LONG AN PROVINCE, APPROXIMATELY 20 KMS SOUTH- 
WEST OF SAIGON. RVNAF APPARENTLY CAUGHT A GROUP OF VC/NVA 
INFILTRATORS AND ACHIEVED GOOD RESULTS; REPORTEDLY 103 COMMUNISTS 
KILLED AND 1 1 DETAINED. FIGHTING SLACKED OFF IN THE AREA OF ROUTE 
1-A IN BINH DUONG/PHUOC LONG AND ROUTE 23 IN PHUOC TUY. 

8. DURING THE WEEK AUGUST 15-21, ALL INDICATORS IN MR 4 SHOWED 
REDUCED MILITARY ACTIVITY ON BOTH SIDES - WITH THE NOTABLE 
EXCEPTION OF GVN ARTILLERY CONSUMPTION. THE FOCUS SHIFTED TO DINH 
TRUONG PROVINCE (MOST NOTABLY CAI LAY DISTRICT), WHERE OUTPOSTS IN 
WESTERN AREAS CONTINUED TO SUFFER FROM HEAVY ENEMY PRESSURE. 

IN CHUONG THIEN, THE VC/NVA ARE BELIEVED TO BE REGROUPING. RF 
TROOPS SCORED A NOTABLE VICTORY IN VINH BINH PROVINCE ON AUGUST 
19, CLAIMING 69 VC KILLED. VC-INITIATED INCIDENTS WERE DOWN FROM 
258 THE PREVIOUS WEEK TO 194 FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 13-19, WHILE 
GVN SECURITY OPERATIONS DECREASED FROM 203 TO 179. THE CORPS 
CG HAS ANNOUNCED A MOVE TO CONTROL THE DELTA RICE MARKET AND 
BEGIN RICE ALLOCATIONS TO TROOPS AND POLICE. 
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